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My subject was 'completely inspiring', says young artist who painted
Prince Charles

 By ARTHUR MARTIN

Prince Charles has suffered at the hands of artists in the past.

David Hockney famously accentuated his ears and a Ukrainian artist once depicted him as a kind of
Blues Brothers character.

But the latest portrait of the heir to the throne shows the Prince in a rather more flattering, and
youthful, light.

Dressed in a the kilt and uniform of The Colonel in Chief of the Black Watch regiment, the complimentary
image of Charles may have something to do with the age of the artist.

At 27 Georgina Barclay is the youngest artist to be commissioned to paint a member of the Royal
Family.

While some of the artists before her have tended to focus heavily on certain aspects of the Prince's
features, Miss Barclay has taken a more traditional approach to her Royal subject.

Using the classical techniques she picked up during her art degree at Newcastle University and later
at Charles H Cecil College in Florence, the London-based artist completed her work during four two-
hour sittings at Highgrove.

"I was very nervous on my first visit to Highgrove but was immediately put at ease by Prince Charles
who could not have been more charming," she said.

"I then looked forward to the subsequent sittings. The Prince is so animated when talking about our
environment - it was a huge task to capture some of this immense passion as well as conveying his
relaxed and easy manner.

"He is completely inspiring."

The Prince was asked to sit for the painting by the Black Watch regiment to mark its 266-year service
to the Crown.

The famous Scottish regiment was disbanded last year and turned into a battalion within a new
regiment as part of the Government's reorganisation of the armed forces.

Examples of work from various artists were submitted to the trustees of the Black Watch and a shortlist
of three candidates was submitted to the Prince. It is understood that he personally chose Miss Barclay,
now 28, to paint him.

A spokesman for the artist said: "We have carried out detailed research and believe Georgina is the
youngest artist to be commissioned to paint an English Royal."

The portrait was unveiled at his Scottish home in Birkhall and will hang at the Mall Gallery in London
as part of the Royal Society of Portrait Painters Annual Exhibition from April 26 until May 13.

The Prince has been Colonel in Chief of the Black Watch since 2002. Prior to this his late grandmother,
the Queen Mother, held the appointment for 65 years.
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